Alaska Association of REALTORS®

Legislative Committee Meeting

Monday, February 25, 2008
Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Dave Feeken.

Present:

Dave Feeken


Janice Strong


Art Clark

Don McKenzie

Bonnie Aulabaugh

Denny Wood
Jerry Moses


Dave Somers

SB 226 - "An Act relating to litigation brought by a vexatious litigant; amending Rules 3, 4, 12, and 41, Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure; and providing for an effective date."
Dave Feeken reported that Hollis French introduced this bill.  The committee agreed the bill was a start but does not cover all the points in HB 357. Dave will find out who is behind the bill. The committee does not support the bill in its current form, but would be willing to talk about combining this billing with HB 357.
 

HB 357 – Mandatory E & O Insurance Bill – This bill would required all real estate licensees to be covered by e & o insurance.  Dave Feeken reported that the Alaska Real Estate Commission will define the policy and the Division of Occupational Licensing will do the procurement of the policy.  He also reported that HB 413, which would extend the Alaska Real Estate Commission to 2016 was removed from this bill and is currently a stand alone bill.
HB 349 – Frivolous Lawsuit Bill – This bill will reduce the number of frivolous lawsuits filed in Alaska.  The attorney that files the frivolous lawsuit will be liable for attorney fees for the prevailing party.  In addition, the committee would like to have double or triple damages included in the bill. 

Dave will write talking points for the committee to use.  

HB 175 Eminent Domain Bill – This bill will be added to the 2008 legislative priorities and Dave Feeken encouraged Dave Somers to call to Senator Joe Thomas about the bill.
HB 25 – Gives immunity to landowners those property is used by the public for recreational purposes.  The Association supports this bill and wrote a letter of support to the sponsors.

Property Disclosure Form – Dave Feeken reported that the Alaska Real Estate Commission is seeking public comment on changes to the Residential Real Property Transfer Disclosure Statement. 

The committee agreed on the following:

Page 3, include “Home Inspections” in the title of the report and define current.

Page 4, under number 5; include the word “proposed” assessments.

Page 4; delete questions number 30 and 31.  On line 29, delete death and limit the murder and suicide to one year so it is in line with the statutes.

Dave encouraged the local boards to discuss the form this week and the committee will meet on Monday March 3, 2008 at 10:00 am to discuss the form and the 2008 legislative priorities.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 am.

