Alaska Association of REALTORS®
Industry Issues Meeting

Thursday, December 3, 2009
Minutes

Present:
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Glenda Feeken
Don McKenzie



Ruth Blackwell
Errol Champion
Debra Leisek




Dave Somers

Janice Strong

Denny Wood


Amy Krier

Helen Jarratt

PeggyAnn McConnochie



Paddy Coan

Russell Joyce

Wendy Chamberlain
Lobbyist Wendy Chamberlain gave an update on the upcoming session in Juneau.  She reported that energy will be the State priority and how to deal with the shortage on the rail belt.  She indicated that there will be a significant capitol budget and there is the question about the future of the gas pipeline.

The committee reviewed the bills that remained in committees for consideration.
SB 153 – Procedure for converting manufactured homes to real property. This will be a watchdog item.

HB 202 – Revoking powers of the local entities to mandate residential fire sprinklers. The Association will assist the homebuilders with this bill.
HB 145 – Mortgage lending and mortgage licensing federal compliance requirements.  The Association will track this bill.

Errors & Omissions Insurance – Dave Somers reported that they are waiting for the Department of Law to publish the regulations, which will probably go out for public comment in January.  The effective date has been pushed back by a minimum of two months.

Frivolous lawsuits are an issue that the Association would like to continue to pursue.

Dave brought up the following issue that was brought to his attention: It is the issue of limiting property tax on personal property to a percentage of gross income to help limit the exposure to property taxes on low income people. The committee agreed to monitor this issue.

The issue of Property Management and defining grey areas in the Landlord Tenant Act was discussed.  A subcommittee will be formed to review the Landlord Tenant Act and suggest recommended changes.

Glenda Feeken reported that a Federal mandate will go effect soon the will require all handyman and contractors to take training when dealing with lead-based paint.

Russell Joyce referenced an email about the Cap & Trade bill regarding energy requirements. Sandy Eherenman said she had information from a good source indicating that the email circulating is not accurate. The National Association of REALTORS® was successful in making a number of positive changes affecting the real estate provisions of the bill.  The house bill approved does not create a federal energy audit requirement for real property. 
Art Clark mentioned that the FHA Commissioner reported that the new FHA condo rules do not apply to existing condos. Senator Begich may be introducing legislation regarding this issue.

He also discussed the Home Valuation Code of Conduct with the Attorney Generals office.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 am.

